
        

 

 

Energiewende and Reforming the Energy Vision 

The Center for Future Energy Systems (CFES) and the Public Service Commission invite you to a seminar 
and dialog on renewable energy development experiences in Germany and their relevance to New York. 
The guest speaker will be Soenke Rogalla, Manager of the Sustainable Grids and Power Plants group at the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy Systems (ISE) in Freiburg, Germany. Mr. Rogalla, currently working 
at CFES as a Visiting Scholar, will share his experience with Germany’s “Energiewende” and discuss what 
lessons could be learned as NYS embraces its Reforming the Energy Vision. 

Date and Time:  Tuesday, August 18, 2015; 2:00 – 4:30 pm 
Location:   Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Schedule: 

 Introduction 
 Presentation by Mr. Soenke Rogalla 
 Q & A, Open Discussion 
 Reception 

To attend this event, please RSVP by email to Lisa Valenti (valenl@rpi.edu) by COB on Monday, 
August 10, 2015. Directions and parking information will be sent to those who respond. 

Background: Germany has played a leading role in the development and deployment of renewable energy 
technologies. The aggressive renewable policies over the last two decades have led to a fundamental 
transition of the energy system (Energiewende). Today, wind and solar constitute the most important 
resources in the German power system, with an installed capacity of almost 40 GW each. Renewables at 
their peak production times already contribute to more than 60% of German electricity consumption. 
Renewable energy also represents one of the most important segments of the German industry. As the prices 
of renewables reach grid parity with other generation resources and continue to drop, the focus of renewable 
energy R&D in Germany is shifting towards large-scale renewable-grid integration as well as power system 
operation with deep penetration of wind and solar. New grid interconnect requirements are being developed 
to enable renewable generators to participate in system control. As NYS implements its Reforming the 
Energy Vision to promote the use of renewable energy and other distributed energy resources, Germany’s 
Energiewende provides a valuable reference and some useful lessons. 

About the Speaker: Mr. Soenke Rogalla leads the Sustainable Grids and Power Plants group at the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy Systems (ISE) in Freiburg, Germany. In this position, Mr. Rogalla is 
responsible for the Megawatt Laboratory, which is one of the leading power electronic labs in Europe 
specifically developed for testing central PV inverters in the megawatt scale. He is also responsible for 
research and research collaboration with German and international PV industry in the field of grid 
integration. Mr. Rogalla studied electrical engineering at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. He has 
published a number of papers on PV technologies and presented several seminars on topics such as “Power 
Electronics for Photovoltaics” and “Electrical Properties of Power Generating Units Connected to MV and 
HV Grids”. He is a member of the German working Group on Harmonics and the Association for Wind and 
Other Renewables, which is responsible for developing grid compliance test guidelines in Germany. 

For general information and questions about the event, please contact either Jian Sun, Director of CFES 
(jsun@rpi.edu, 518 276-8297) or Michael Worden, Deputy Director, the Public Service Commission 
(michael.worden@dps.ny.gov, 518 486-2498). 


